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Our Purpose Statement:
We are a community of faith called

to - glorify God - grow in faith and love, and - go into the
world with the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.

Visit our Website

From the Pastor's Desk...
“Deck the Halls” is certainly one of the most well-known and sung of all the
Christmas carols. It probably has to do with the simple but lilting melody,
which makes one want to dance as well as sing. Or, it could be the unforgettable
lyrics. After all, one needn’t even know a language to join in with the “fa la la la
la la la la la.”

We all know the tune. But perhaps you didn’t know that “Deck the Halls” was a
2006 comedy movie starring Danny DeVito … as well as the title of a number of
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different family TV movies over the years. I cannot recommend any of them,
since I’ve not seen them. However, the song is worth singing!

In fact, the popular "Deck the Halls" song is a Christmas carol that dates back
to the sixteenth century. “Deck the Halls” wasn't always associated with
Christmas, however. The melody comes from a Welsh winter song called "Nos
Galan," which is actually about New Year's Eve. 

The first time "Deck the Halls" was published with English lyrics was in 1862,
in Welsh Melodies, Vol. 2, featuring Welsh lyrics by John Jones and English
lyrics written by Thomas Oliphant. But the modern version of "Deck the Halls,"
which is sung today by choirs and carolers across the country, is the one
published in an 1866 songbook titled simply The Song Book. The lyrics are:

Deck the hall with boughs of holly     Fa la la la la la la la la
Tis the season to be jolly                     Fa la la la la la la la la
Don we now our gay apparel             Fa la la la la la la la la
Troll the ancient Christmas carol      Fa la la la la la la la la 

So, we like to think about getting ready for Christmas when we sing “deck the
halls with boughs of holly”, but it was really a song used to get ready for a new
year. Like so many other things, over time the original intent and meaning
changed. Like Christmas itself. 

In the ASD school calendar, it’s not Christmas Break the kids celebrate
anymore, it’s winter break. In the business world, Christmas has nothing to do
with the birth of Jesus! It’s just an excuse to spend lots of money on presents
for people! Probably a good 20% of the homes in our neighborhood already
have their Christmas trees up (and I am writing this before Thanksgiving!), and
many will keep them up almost to Easter!

However, even though it was originally a New Year's carol, I think that it seems
appropriate to use “Deck the Halls” as a Christmas Carol. After all, the birth of
Jesus is certainly an occasion to “deck the halls” … “be jolly” … “don our gay

apparel” … and “to sing or play in a jovial manner” (the 3rd definition in
Merriam-Webster’s dictionary for “troll”) the ancient Christmas carol.”

Or, if you prefer to use “Deck the Halls” as a New Year’s carol, we could say that
for us Christians the birth of Jesus (what Christmas is all about after all!), is
also the beginning of a new year (or age) for the world. For the one who was
promised, the Messiah, is born. And we are living in the fulfillment of the
greatest of God’s promises.

Either way – as a Christmas carol or New Year’s song – it’s time to get out and
“deck the halls”, shall we say. The Gospel of Luke tells us why: “But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great

joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,

who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11, NRSV)

A very merry Christmas to one and all! 
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Pastor Bill Ottum

Sunday Worship Service
We worship at 11:00am

We are now worshipping in our new building!

21301 Voyles Blvd., Chugiak, AK. 99567 
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Annual Christmas Bazaar
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Saturday, December 3
10AM - 3PM

10355 E. Palmer-Wasilla Hwy.
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2022	Annual	Reports	are	now	due	in	the	church
office	for	the	Annual	Meeting	on	the	last

Sunday	in	January,	the	29th

Small	Grants, Big	Results
Since	moving	back	into	the	rebuilt	church	building	a	few	months	ago,	River	of	Life
has	benefited	from	the	Thrivent	Ac=on	Grants	program.	The	coat	rack	in	the
entry	way	and	the	small	welcome	table	were	both	purchased	with	grant	money.
The	ar=ficial	trees	in	the	front	of	the	sanctuary	were	also	part	of	that	first
grant.		A	second	Ac=on	Grant	provided	money	for	the	hand	print	throw	rug,	liBle
table,	toy	box	and	toys	that	will	provide	a	child’s	worship	spot	in	the	sanctuary.	It
will	be	a	place	where	small	children	can	see	and	hear	worship	as	it	is	happening
yet	have	a	spot	to	move	around	and	play	quietly	while	they	and	their	parents
par=cipate	in	worship.	

Thrivent	grants	not	only	provide	equipment	and	supplies,	they	also	help	with
ministry	and	outreach.	The	majority	of	the	food	packed	into	the	emergency	food
bags	was	purchased	with	an	Ac=on	Grant.	Being	generous	and	handing	a	bag	out
freely	and	with	love,	comes	next.	With	the	help	of	the	grant	we	can	follow	Jesus’
command	and	feed	people	on	the	streets.	

One	last	grant	was	applied	for	this	year	to	provide	supplies	for	River	of	Life’s
Open	House	on	Dec	3.	Pens	with	River	of	Life	printed	on	them	or	some	other
kind	of	labeled	giP	was	one	thing	the	grant	was	intended	for	but	shipping	cost
and	=me	prevented	that	from	happening.	Instead	other	supplies	for	the	event
will	be	purchased.	Perhaps	pens	or	other	small	giPs	for	handing	out	to	guests	can
s=ll	be	purchased	for	use	later.

Each	Thrivent	ac=on	grant	request	is	$250	or	less.	Every	Thrivent	member	has
two	such	grants	to	use	each	year.		They	can	be	used	for	educa=onal	event,	for
helping	people,	fundraising,	with	kid	or	for	obtaining	supplies	for	a	special
events-the	scope	of	possibili=es	is	great.	If	you	are	a	Thrivent	member,	be
thinking	about	how	you	might	use	the	grant	money	you	have	available	to	help
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River	of	Life	in	its	ministry	and	mission.		You	might	also	use	it	to	help	or	serve	in
your	neighborhood.	The	process	to	apply	for	a	grant	and	to	report	on	what
actually	happens	with	it	is	simple	but	if	anyone	needs	help,	help	is	available.	The
Ac=ons	Grants	are	a	resource	wai=ng	to	be	used	to	the	glory	of	God,	the	good	of
River	of	Life’s	congrega=on	and	for	the	benefit	of	our	neighborhoods.	The	money
is	there.	Let’s	use	it!

-Pastor Diane M Krauszer, retired

Emergency Food Bags
Have Been Assembled

-----------------
Everyone is encouraged to
take one or more to keep

in the car and give to
someone in need.

Thank You for Your Support of Life!
The	Community	Pregnancy	Center	is	so	very	thankful	for	the	prayers,	volunteer	hours,
and	financial	support	we	receive	from	our	church	partners.	Simply	put,	CPC	would	not
be	able	to	provide	compassionate	care,	helpful	services,	and	share	the	hope	of	Christ
with	the	women,	men	and	families	we	serve	-	without	you!		We	must	have	the	church
and	the	family	of	believers	to	exist!

With	the	Thanksgiving	holiday	just	a	couple	days	away,	we	feel	this	is	a	great	=me	to
share	a	special	“Thank	You”	for	your	congrega=on.	Please	visit	*	HERE	* for	a
personalized	video	“Thank	You”.	We	hope	that	you	will	share	this	with	your
congrega=on	during	announcement	=me	and	even	on	your	social	media	feeds.
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We	look	forward	to	serving	alongside	you	even	more	in	the	next	year	and	promo=ng
the	blessing	that	is	God’s	amazing	giP	of	life!	And	on	behalf	of	our	staff,	volunteers,
board	and	most	importantly	those	we	serve	–	Thank	you	for	being	the	hands	and	feet
of	Christ!

Greg	Monrad
Execu=ve	Director

Advent Mid-Week Worship –
"Tidings of Comfort and Joy”

We will be sharing fellowship and Advent worship with
Trinity Lutheran again this year.  River of Life will host
Wednesday 11/30 and 12/14.  Trinity will host Wednesday
12/7 and 12/21.

Wednesday,	November	30
6:30pm	–	Advent	Mid-week	Soup	Supper

(sign-up	sheet	to	bring	food	is	in	the	narthex)
7:30pm	–	Worship		

Thursday, Dec. 1 - 10:00am - Bible Study

Saturday, Dec. 3 - Noon-2:00pm - RoL New Church Open House

Sunday, Dec. 4 - 10:00am - Adult Bible Study
11:00am - Worship
11:45am - Confirmation

Wednesday, Dec. 7  - 6:30pm - Soup Supper (Trinity)
7:30pm - Advent Worship (Trinity)

Thursday, Dec. 8 - 10:00am - Bible Study

Saturday, Dec. 10 - 6:00-8:00pm - Potluck & Christmas Party
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Sunday, Dec. 11 - 10:00am - Adult Bible Study
11:00am - Worship
11:45am - Confirmation

Tuesday, Dec. 13 - 6:30pm - Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, Dec. 14  - 6:30pm - Soup Supper (ROL)
7:30pm - Advent Worship (ROL)

Thursday, Dec. 15 - 10:00am - Bible Study

Sunday, Dec. 18 - 11:00am - Worship - Christmas Pageant

Wednesday, Dec. 21  - 6:30pm - Soup Supper (Trinity)
7:30pm - Advent Worship (Trinity)

Thursday, Dec. 22 - 10:00am - Bible Study

Saturday, Dec. 24 - 7:00pm - Christmas Eve Worship

Sunday, Dec. 25- 11:00am - Worship

Con3irmation	Class	Has	Begun!		
(Class	meets	after	worship	on	most	Sundays)

Over	the	course	of	the	next	several	months,	Pastor	Ottum	is
teaching	Luther’s	Small	Catechism,	the	Old	and	New
Testaments,	and	the	life	of	Jesus	to	our	Middle	School
Youth.		Contact	the	ofPice	for	more	information.

Join	us	for	Sunday
Morning	Adult	Studies
at	10:00am

"The	God	Who	Is"
Pastor Ottum will be leading the class in a series of studies called “The God
Who Is”. Reading through various passages from the Old and New Testament,
we will explore how God is a God of love, holiness, discipline, comfort … and
more. Classes will continue through December 11th, and will be taking a
break until Sunday the 8th of January,

Grab a cup of coffee or tea and come join us in the Fellowship Room at the
back of the new church. BYOBible
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Thursday Morning Bible
Study Continues
From	10am	–	noon	Pastor	Ottum	leads	a	study	of
the	Bible	readings	for	the	next	Sunday	worship.		

Coffee	and	refreshments	are	served.	Everyone	is
welcome!

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations
Our Congregation

We pray for the health and vitality of ROL’s Ministry & Mission.

Family and Friends
We pray for continued healing, encouragement, and strength for: Padi’s
cousin’s husband Jon (prayers for healing & better health); Elaine's brother
Mark (recovering from neck surgery); Elaine’s friend Eve (chemo
complications); Elaine’s friend Larry (healing from stroke); Elaine’s friend
Merv (ALS); Padi’s friend Larraine (cancer treatment); Liam (Cindy’s
nephew); Bob Reupke; Stewart Mee (wrist injury); Joel & Padi’s friend
Jack (cancer); Wayne Fredeen (healing); Paul Krauszer’s friend George
Gillis (cancer); Terry (healing); Terry's friends Dave (support and
encouragement) and David (recovery from surgery); Dee’s friend Cheryl
(recovery from heart surgery); Pastor Bill & Linda’s friend Jodi whose
husband passed away in a house fire; the Mason family (death of daughter-
in-law Sara in diving accident near Whittier), and comfort for Gerry's sister
Suzie.

Prayer Partners
We pray for the health and vitality of the ministry of our other Knik Cluster
congregations and their pastors: Joy, Eagle River; Trinity, Palmer; Good
Shepherd, Wasilla; Table of Grace, Bethel; and our
December Prayer Partner church, Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Wasilla.
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Chugiak Eagle River Food Pantry
We accept food donations for the Chugiak Eagle River Food Pantry every

Sunday. Please consider a donation of non-perishable food to benefit our local
community. We will deliver our food offerings each month to the Food

Pantry. Thank you for any and all food and cash donations!

Updated List of Needs:
Peanut Butter (16-18 oz.)
Crackers: Saltines, Ritz, etc.
Ravioli in cans (Ravioli, Beefaroni, etc.)
Long Grain White Rice (Large bags welcome - pantry can
repackage)
Plain Pasta: spaghetti, macaroni elbows, other shapes
Pasta/Rice Mixes: Hamburger Helper, Pasta Roni, Rice-a-Roni,
Pasta Sides
Soups: Vegetable Beef, Beef Stew, Ramen, Cup of Noodles
Condiments: Ketchup, Mustard, Mayo, Relish, BBQ, etc.
Beverages: Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate
Household Cleaners: especially dish soap, laundry soap
Personal Toiletries: hand/body soap, shampoo, conditioner,
toothpaste, toothbrushes (especially multi-packages)

December Birthdays
1 - Jake Durst

7 - Don Lietzau
14 - Dee Berry

17 - Hudson Ottum
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Friendly	Reminder:
Don’t	Forget	to	notify	the	church	ofPice	of	any
address,	phone	or	email	changes!	

Need	pastoral	care?
Please	remember	to	notify	the	church	ofPice	if	you	are	ill	or	hospitalized	so	that	we
can	offer	prayer	and	support	directly	to	you.		If	you	have	a	pastoral	emergency
(death	in	the	family,	hospitalization,	etc.)	contact	Pastor	Bill	at	907-223-7042.

2022 Church Council Members
President:										Padi	Wallace
Vice	President:	Dotty	Eldred
Secretary:									 Mary	Ann	Hartzog
Treasurer:					Bob	Norton
Committee	Liaisons:				

Building	–	Terry
Worship	–	Dotty
Fellowship	–	Linda	H.
Outreach	/	Discipleship	–	Bob	K.
Mission	–	Church	Council
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