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From the Pastors Desk          July 2021 

Ripples 

Dear friends in Christ: 

We have just passed the midpoint of this calendar year, and marked the first day of summer.  Last Thursday, 
June 24th, was the celebration of John the Baptist.  It occurs six months before we celebrate the birth of Jesus, as has 
been the custom since the fourth century and in line with the story as found in Luke’s Gospel.  It’s not just a pastor-
nerdy kind of fact to know – it’s a reminder that God had, and still has, a plan for our salvation – that even included the 
birth of John, as the one who would “prepare the way of the Lord.” 

As we come to July, we celebrate our nation’s Independence Day once again.  This is a great opportunity for 
us to give thanks to God for the gifts given us as citizens of the United States of America and to pray for our nation.  
We pray not only that God would preserve, protect, and bless us, but that as a nation we would come to fear and re-
spect God, so that our individual lives and our life together as a nation would more closely align with God’s will for 
us.  But it can only happen with our dedication and a willingness to change.  God is not going to change our minds or 
our actions - it’s not that easy! 

Think of how difficult it has been to live so many months in a pandemic.  There were times it seemed as if 
time stood still.  We can give thanks to God for the gift of science that helps us each day, as we are seeing things move 
in a positive direction thanks to vaccines.  As we begin to return to in-person activities, we know that we have much to 
do to keep everyone safe, especially the most vulnerable among us.  And we pray for continued healing, justice, and 
peace. 

So – what does the start of Summer, the 4th of July, and a pandemic have in common?  Taken together they are 
a reminder that our lives are blessed with change, which sometimes requires our work, will, and effort, and sometimes 
demands our facing adversity.  Listen to what Rev. Jeff Thiemann, the President and CEO of Thrivent, recently wrote 
regarding the pandemic, “Resilience is not just about surviving adversity; it’s about being improved by it.”  I like that 
last phrase, “being improved by it.” 

So, what is “being improved” in our lives, our relationships with each and God, and in our faith community 
this Summer?  How does the 4th of July remind us of ways to “improve” our attitudes towards one another and our na-
tion?  And what can we identify as being “improved” about life after having lived through more than a year of a pan-
demic? 

As we ponder those questions, let’s not forget that we are not alone.  I recall the words of Isaac Watts in the 
hymn, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”.  He writes,  

“Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away;   

they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op'ning day.   

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last and our eternal home.” 

May each one of us have a very blessed and safe 4th of July, and may we give God the praise for our freedom – 
not only as a nation, but our freedom from sin and death by God’s grace, through faith in Christ. 

Peace, Pastor Bill Ottum 

 

 



Noisy Offering I 

Bring in your change the 4th Sunday 

of every month! 

Pastor Bill and I do have a small office at the new church.  We will be in and out and 

doing more work at home, so please feel free to reach out to us with any questions or 

concerns.   

Pastor Bill’s cell  907-223-7042 

Traci’s Cell  325-829-5996  

Next Council July 12  Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

No Thursday Morning Bible Study for the summer. 

Worship Assistants for July  

 7/4 Assistant Kay  7/4 Reader Dotty  

 7/11Assistant Cindy  7/11Reader MaryAnn 

 7/18 Assistant  Dotty     7/18 Reader Cindy 

 7/25  Assistant-  Kay        7/25Reader Bob                        

  

Tent Sale July 23/24  9am-4pm 



Worship  Service   
       

Please note We will be worshiping at 11am 

In the downstairs Fellowship Hall 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

(Drive to the right and park in the lower lot.) 

Enter through the Kitchen door! 

Bring your own seat cushion! 

You are invited so stay after Church on Sunday 

July 4th to enjoy the Chugiak/Eagle River       

PARADE. Bring a your lawn chair .  ORLC will be 

selling hotdog! 

Happy 4th of  July 



Tent Sale July 23rd-24th 

9am-4pm 

WE NEED YOU STUFF TO FILL THE TENTS.  

You may drop off your treasure inside the tents            

You heard it here first! 
Ann and John Copenhaver are moving back! 

 



Planning ahead 
We will be having our annual Tri –tip BBQ August 21st. 

If you have items for the silent auction please let Kay know.  

Eagle River Chugiak Food 

Pantry Needs for July 

 HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS 
      DISH/LAUNDRY SOAP 
 PERSONAL TOILETRIES 
      HAND/BODY SOAP 

      HAIR SHAMPOO 
      TOOTHPASTE, TOOTHBRUSHES 

 PANTRY SUPPLIES 
      PLAIN PASTA other than Spaghetti 

      CREAM of CHICKEN SOUP, BEEF STEW, CREAM OF    
             MUSHROOM SOUP 

      CORN, PEAS, MIXED VEGGIES, CARROTS, OTHER    
                   VEGATABLES 

 



 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

 

Our Congregation 

For the health, vitality of RoL’s Ministry & Mission. 

 

Family and Friends 

Family and Friends 

We pray for continued healing, encouragement, and strength for: Payton (Cindy’s 
Grandson); Pastor Joe Alutius; Liam (Cindy’s nephew); Bob Reupke (Prayers of Healing); 
Stewart Mee (continued healing). Traci’s friend Stephen Lochner (Cancer). Becky Durst 
(recovering from COVID); Joel & Padi’s friend Jack (cancer); Elaine’s Friend (Gloria) con-
tinued healing; Terry’s friend Bill Ellis (radiation treatment). Dotty’s Brothers Bob Bahr 
(cancer). and Don Bahr (health); Padi’s cousin Lindsay( healing). Charlene’s sister Gayle 
(recovering from back surgery); Bob and Kay’s Aunt Ruthie (pray for peace.) 

Prayer Partners 

We pray for the health and vitality of the ministry of our other Knik Cluster congregation and 
their pastors (Joy, Eagle River; Trinity, Palmer; Good Shepherd, Wasilla: Table of 
Grace, Bethel).  Our prayer partner for July is Brevig Memorial Lutheran Church, Brevig 
Mission. 

.  

  Prayer for Compassion for Others in Our Community 
Loving God, may your mercy flow through us and to those around us.  Give us compassion 
and empathy for their misfortunes and suffering that we may come to understand what those 

in our community are going through.  Help us to not judge or condemn others, but to love 
them and come alongside them to offer support and to be your hands and feet in their time of 

need. 

At this time of global pandemic, we pray for the sick and the suffering and for all of us who 
feel fear and anxiety.  We thank all those who are in the frontlines - doctors, nurses, medical 

and hospital staff, family members, friends, and strangers —and we pray for their safety, 
health, and strength.   

We pray for decision-makers and law enforcers, that they may be guided in their choices and 
actions.  We pray for the scientific community, that they may find the way to contain this co-

rona virus and render it powerless.   

We pray for one another, that we may remember the weakest and most vulnerable as we find 
creative ways of connecting, showing care, and sharing compassion.   

With trust and confidence, we cry out to our God of Life and Hope for mercy and healing! 



  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

   

 

1 

Happy      

B-day 

Elaine 

2 3 

 

4 

Church Service 

11:00am 

Chugiak             

Parade2pm 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Church Service 

111:00am 

 

 

 

12 

Council 

6:30pm 

13 

 

14 15 16 

 

17 

Happy           

B-day      

Charlene 

18 

Church Service 

111:00am 

Happy B-day 

Diane K 

19 

 

20 21 22 23 

Tent Sale-
Happy        
B-day Molly 

24 

Tent Sale 

 

25 

Church Service  

Noisy offering 

1100am 

 

26 

 

27 

Happy          

Anniversary 

Linda and 

Fred H  

28 

 

29 

Happy          

Anniversary 

Carl and Annie 

Fields 

30 31 

July 



        Our Purpose Statement 

    We are a community of faith called to  

  -glorify God 

               Grow in faith and love, and 

 go into the world with the life-changing message  

                    Of Jesus Christ.. 

Your Generous and Faithful Giving insures that we can meet our commitments and continue a healthy and vital ministry at 

River of Life.  Thank you. 

You can send your offerings to 

ROL  

 PO Box 670470 

Chugiak AK 99567 


