
River of Life 

Mark 12:41-44  -  The Widow’s Offering 
41 “Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury.  Many rich people threw in large amounts.  42 But a 
poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more 
into the treasury than all the others.  44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her pov-
erty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

A lot of sincere, Bible-believing disciples of Jesus mistakenly think that because a church is 
small and its mission field is limited, anything it does for the Lord is tiny and worth little.  That’s 
not how I read the story of the widow’s offering.  I think that Jesus makes it very clear how much 
God loves little things, nobodies, and a few small coins.  Pastor Joe McKeever writes, “And the 
Lord must have loved small churches; He made so many of them!” 

Our path together this past year through the COVID pandemic and the destruction of our 
church building through the fire has caused some to wonder if it’s time to write the obituary for 
River of Life Church.  If I can share my 2 cents worth: it’s not true.  The church may be small, but 
the people of Rol are still in the vineyard, working for the Master. 

I know the feelings of those who wonder about our future: I’ve felt those feelings too.  Yet I 
take heart remembering some of the few items that we were able to retrieve and save out of the ash-
es of the fire.  For me, they have a strong symbolism.  For example, the exterior cross survived, 
which symbolized for me that Christ is still with us, even in the midst of the ashes of our church 
building.  Or the Parish Register, which reminded me that maybe we will have the opportunity to 
add more names to the glory of God as we continue to be God’s people.  Also, photographs sur-
vived!  These are memories of our life together!  And the bench out front - a symbol of our contin-
ued fellowship.  Small things – but perhaps also signs that point to a future of service to God and 
others as a congregation. 

It’s unfortunate that a common perception among many is that small churches are failures, 
that they are ingrown, and that they tend to be weak and ineffective.  But the truth is that a small 
church can turn around a lot faster than a big one!  And small is not the same thing as unhealthy.  
Some may think a church has to be big to do anything of significance for the Lord.  That is an in-
sult to God.  Saint Paul wrote in Romans 8:31,  “If God is for us, who is against us?”  Small 
churches can be healthy and advancing God’s kingdom because God’s there with them, too.  
Smallness can be an asset, a strength.  In a small congregation there’s no way for people to get lost 
or overlooked.  When a family is out, everyone notices.  When a few people join, the church be-
comes stronger immediately. 

I thank God for big churches that are doing great things in ministry.  We need those   
churches.  But I’d rather celebrate the small church.  God is using them, and us, too. 

A fellow servant of Christ, Pastor Bill Ottum. 

From the Pastors Desk          Aug 2021 

Ripples 



Noisy Offering I 

Bring in your change the 4th Sunday 

of every month! 

Pastor Bill and I do have a small office at the new church.  We will be in and out and 

doing more work at home, so please feel free to reach out to us with any questions or 

concerns.   

Pastor Bill’s cell  907-223-7042 

Traci’s Cell  325-829-5996  

Next Council August  9th At  6:30PM Our Redeemer Lutheran 

No Thursday Morning Bible Study for the summer. 

Worship Assistants for Aug 

 8/1 Assistant Cindy  8/1 Reader Linda  7

 8/8 Assistant  Padi  7/11Reader MaryAnn 

 8/15 Assistant  Kay     815 Reader Bob  

 8/22 Assistant-  Dotty        7/25Reader Linda                                         

 8/29  Assistant    Kay  8/29 Reader Dotty      

Tri Tip BBQ August 21st   5:00pm-7:30pm 



Worship  Service   
       

Please note We will be worshiping at 11am 

In the downstairs Fellowship Hall 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

(Drive to the right and park in the lower lot.) 

Enter through the Kitchen door! 

Bring your own seat cushion! 

Tri Tip  

 

We are excited to have our annual Tri-Tip BBQ.  We are 

having a silent auction again.  If you have any talents/

time or bake goods to donate we will b accepting              

donation until the 19th of August.  We look forward to 

seeing  you there.   



Tri-Tip BBQ Dinner 

and Silent Auction   

 
When:     Saturday, August 21,2021 

Time:   5:00pm to 7:30pm 

Where: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church                           

18444 Old Glenn Hwy Chugiak AK                                              
(Park in lower lot and enter from lower Door.) 

Why: To Benefit River of Life Lutheran 

church, Fire  rebuild fund 

Cost: $20.00 Per person                                                           

$10.00 Per Child (10 and under)                                            

 $45.00 Per Immediate Family  

Tickets:                     Dotty 907-688-2800 



Eagle River Chugiak Food 

Pantry Needs for August 

 HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS 
      DISH/LAUNDRY SOAP 
 PERSONAL TOILETRIES 
      HAND/BODY SOAP 

      HAIR SHAMPOO 
      TOOTHPASTE, TOOTHBRUSHES 

 PANTRY SUPPLIES 
      PLAIN PASTA other than Spaghetti 

      CREAM of CHICKEN SOUP, BEEF STEW, CREAM OF    
             MUSHROOM SOUP 

      CORN, PEAS, MIXED VEGGIES, CARROTS, OTHER    
                   VEGATABLES 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
If you would like to send cards of condolence to Joe's family they can be mailed  to : 

                       David Alutius                                                                                                       
        216 S 5th St., Tower City, PA 17980  

 

  

It is with a sense of deep loss and sorrow that I share the news I just received this week from 
Pastor Joe Alutius' son David.  Pastor Joe passed away in Pennsylvania.  This spring he had 
moved there to be closer to family and long-time friends.  The family members are planning to 
hold a service for him there and then at a later date, possibly sometime in the spring, a service 
will be held here in Alaska.  The family also wanted me to thank everyone for sending cards 
and keeping in contact.  It meant so much to Joe and his family.    Please hold  his family in 
your prayers.  Pastor Bill Ottum 



 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 

 

Our Congregation 

For the health, vitality of RoL’s Ministry & Mission. 

 

Family and Friends 

We pray for continued healing, encouragement, and strength for: Payton (Cindy’s 
Grandson); The family and friends of  Pastor Joe Alutius; (as they  are mourning his pass-
ing) Liam (Cindy’s nephew); Bob Reupke (prayers of healing); Stewart Mee (continued 
healing). Traci’s friend Stephen Lochner (Cancer). Becky Durst (recovering from 
COVID); Joel & Padi’s friend Jack (cancer); Elaine’s Friend Gloria (continued healing); 
Terry’s friend Bill Ellis (radiation treatment). Dotty’s Brothers Bob Bahr (cancer), Padi’s 
cousin Lindsay (healing), Charlene’s sister Gayle (recovering from back surgery); Bob and 
Kay and family as they mourn the passing of Aunt Ruthie), Traci’s friend Kathy Price 
(Cancer), the Wanner Family (guidance, peace and comfort). 

Prayer Partners 

We pray for the health and vitality of the ministry of our other Knik Cluster congregation and 
their pastors (Joy, Eagle River; Trinity, Palmer; Good Shepherd, Wasilla: Table of 
Grace, Bethel).  Our prayer partner for August Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Anchorage 

.  

  Prayer for Compassion for Others in Our Community 
 

Dear Father in heaven, Creator of what is good, beautiful, and full of joy, so that all 
may work in harmony with you - we thank you for all the good that comes to us. May we be 
your children, joined together to serve you. May our life bring joy to others, and may we do 
good without ceasing through your great, strong love, which moves us, strengthens us, and 
helps us every day, however hard life may be. May your name be praised throughout the 
world. May your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as in heaven. Amen. 

Thank you, God, for the body of believers who are called to serve you, who are pro-
claiming the Good News to all who will hear.  From those who minister across the country to 
the men, women, and youth here at home, send us out to be a light in the dark.  Send us out to 
speak life, to extend grace and mercy, to feed the hungry, to befriend the lonely, and to find 
the lost. Open the doors of this church and fill it with the broken, the angry, the hurting.  Let 
them find forgiveness and comfort here in the presence of the Holy Spirit.   



  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Church Service 

111:00am 

Happy B-Day Elise 

Budin 

 

2 

Happy Anniversary 

Sarah and Jeremy 

Ottum 

3 4 

 

5 

Happy Anniversary 

Ann and John       

Copenhaver 

6 7 

 

8 

Church Service 

111:00am 

9 

Council        

meeting 6:30pm 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

Happy Anniversary 

Dave and Charlene 

Howe 

 

13 

Happy Anniversary  

Bob and Kay Norton 

14 

 

15 

Church Service 

111:00am 

 

 

 

16 17 

 

18 19 

 Happy-B Day Allen 

Durst 

20 

 

21 

Tri Tip 

22 

Church Service 

111:00am 

23 

 

24 25 26 

Happy B-Day Gerry 

Conquist 

27 28 

29 

Church Service 

111:00am 

30 

 

31     

Augsust 



        Our Purpose Statement 

    We are a community of faith called to  

  -glorify God 

               Grow in faith and love, and 

 go into the world with the life-changing message  

                    Of Jesus Christ.. 

Your Generous and Faithful Giving insures that we can meet our commitments and continue a healthy and vital ministry at 

River of Life.  Thank you. 

You can send your offerings to 

ROL  

 PO Box 670470 

Chugiak AK 99567 


